
   

  

   

 
  
 

  
  

  

 July 2025 | 1 
  

Clifford Chance 

OFAC DESIGNATES BRAZILIAN 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 
ALEXANDRE DE MORAES AS A 
SPECIALLY DESIGNATED NATIONAL 
(SDN) 
 

On 30 July 2025, the US Treasury Department's Office of 

Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") designated Brazilian 

Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes as a Specially 

Designated National ("SDN") under Executive Order ("EO") 

13818, which President Trump issued in 2017.  EO 13818 

authorizes the blocking of persons determined by the US 

Treasury and State Departments to have participated in 

"Serious Human Rights Abuse or Corruption".1 

The US Treasury and State Departments issued press releases on the same 

day explaining their justification for the designation, noting among other things 

that "Moraes abused his authority by engaging in a targeted and politically 

motivated effort designed to silence political critics through the issuance of 

secret orders compelling online platforms, including U.S. social media 

companies, to ban the accounts of individuals for posting protected speech.  

Moraes further abused his position to authorize unjust pre-trial detentions and 

undermine freedom of expression."2 

As a result of the designation, effective immediately, Justice de Moraes and 

any entities owned 50% or more by him (collectively, the "Blocked Persons") 

are subject to blocking sanctions that require the blocking of any funds, assets 

or other property interests of the Blocked Persons if in the possession or 

control of a US financial institution or other US Person.3  OFAC also prohibits 

non-US persons from involving US Persons, US territory or the US financial 

system ("US Elements") in any transactions or dealings with or on behalf of a 

Blocked Person or involving their blocked property, including any provision of 

funds, goods or services "by, to, or for the benefit of" a Blocked Person, 

unless an OFAC license or exemption applies. 

 
1 EO 13818 is available online at https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-13818-blocking-the-property-persons-involved-

serious-human-rights-abuse-or. 

2 See the Treasury Department press release at https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sb0211 and the State Department press release 
at https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2025/07/sanctioning-brazilian-supreme-court-justice-alexandre-de-moraes-for-
serious-human-rights-abuse/ 

3 US Persons are defined by OFAC to includes all US citizens and green card holders globally, all persons located in the United States, and all 
entities domiciled in the United States including their non-US branches. 

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-13818-blocking-the-property-persons-involved-serious-human-rights-abuse-or
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-13818-blocking-the-property-persons-involved-serious-human-rights-abuse-or
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2025/07/sanctioning-brazilian-supreme-court-justice-alexandre-de-moraes-for-serious-human-rights-abuse/
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2025/07/sanctioning-brazilian-supreme-court-justice-alexandre-de-moraes-for-serious-human-rights-abuse/
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Brazilian financial institutions and other Brazilian persons and entities that 

engage in transactions or other dealings with Justice de Moraes therefore will 

need immediately to exclude US Elements from those dealings to comply with 

the blocking sanctions. 

In addition, EO 13818 authorizes the US Treasury and State Departments to 

designate as an SDN any non-US person that they determine to have 

provided material assistance or support to Justice de Moraes.  The EO does 

not require any such designations.  Instead, the existence of the designation 

authority provides the Trump Administration with a source of leverage 

available for use at their discretion to achieve their diplomatic and political 

objectives.  Brazilian banks and other Brazilian companies with significant 

exposure to the US market therefore may feel compelled to terminate or 

minimize their business dealings with or on behalf of Justice de Moraes to 

mitigate the risk that the Trump Administration may threaten them with 

designation under EO 13818. 

  



OFAC DESIGNATES BRAZILIAN SUPREME 
COURT JUSTICE ALEXANDRE DE MORAES 
AS A SPECIALLY DESIGNATED NATIONAL 
(SDN) 

  

 

 
  

  

 July 2025 | 3 
 

Clifford Chance 

CONTACTS 

 

UNITED STATES 

   

George Kleinfeld 
Partner 

T +1 202 912 5126 
E george.kleinfeld 
@cliffordchance.com 

Joshua Berman 
Partner 

T +1 202 912 5174 
E joshua.berman 
@cliffordchance.com 

Glen Donath 
Partner 

T +1 202 912 5138 
E glen.donath 
@cliffordchance.com 

   

Robert Houck 
Partner 

T +1 212 878 3224 
E robert.houck 
@cliffordchance.com 

Renée Latour 
Partner 

T +1 202 912 5509 
E Renee.Latour 
@cliffordchance.com 

Steve Nickelsburg 
Partner 

T +1 202 912 5108 
E steve.nickelsburg 
@cliffordchance.com 

   

John-Patrick Powers 
Partner 

T +1 202 912 5048 
E john-patrick.powers 
@cliffordchance.com 

Janet Whittaker 
Senior Counsel 

T +1 202 912 5444 
E janet.whittaker 
@cliffordchance.com 

 

 

BRAZIL 

   

Anthony Oldfield 
Partner 

T +55 11 3019 6010 
E anthony.oldfield 
@cliffordchance.com 

Patrick Jackson 
Partner 

T +55 11 3019 6017 
E patrick.jackson 
@cliffordchance.com 

Anja Pfleger Andrade 
Counsel 

T +55 11 3019 6016 
E anja.pfleger 
@cliffordchance.com 

   

Marie-Isabelle Delleur 
Counsel 

T +55 11 3019 6074 
E mi.delleur 
@cliffordchance.com 

  

 

This publication does not necessarily deal with 
every important topic or cover every aspect of 
the topics with which it deals. It is not 
designed to provide legal or other advice.     

www.cliffordchance.com 

Clifford Chance, Rua Funchal 418 15th Floor, 

04551-060 São Paulo SP, Brazil 

© Clifford Chance 2025 

Clifford Chance Sociedade de Consultores em 

Direito Estrangeiro / Direito Inglês, do País de 

Gales e Norte Americano 

      

Abu Dhabi • Amsterdam • Barcelona • Beijing • 

Brussels • Bucharest** • Casablanca • Delhi • 

Dubai • Düsseldorf • Frankfurt • Hong Kong • 

Houston • Istanbul • London • Luxembourg • 

Madrid • Milan • Munich • Newcastle • New 

York • Paris • Perth • Prague** • Riyadh* • 

Rome • São Paulo • Shanghai • Singapore • 

Sydney • Tokyo • Warsaw • Washington, D.C. 

*AS&H Clifford Chance, a joint venture 

entered into by Clifford Chance LLP. 

**Clifford Chance has entered into association 

agreements with Clifford Chance Prague 

Association SRO in Prague and Clifford 

Chance Badea SPRL in Bucharest. 

Clifford Chance has a best friends relationship 

with Redcliffe Partners in Ukraine. 

  


