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ENTER THE DRAGON: India adds 
China, Hong Kong and Macao to its 
official list of New York Convention 
countries 
On 19 March 2012, the Department of Legal Affairs of the Indian Government 
Ministry of Law and Justice issued a notification under section 44(b) of the India 
Arbitration and Conciliation Act 1996. This notification declared the People's 
Republic of China (PRC) (including the Special Administrative Regions of Hong 
Kong and Macao) to be a territory to which the New York Convention applies for 
the purposes of that Act in respect of any awards made in the PRC, Hong Kong 
or Macao on or after 19 March 2012.

 

This notification is important for Hong Kong. Although India is a signatory to the New York Convention, only awards made in 
territories that have been notified under the Official Gazette1 may be enforced in India under the New York Convention. 
Further, although notification had historically been made of over 40 states, notably, out of the Asian jurisdictions, the PRC 
and Hong Kong were absent from that list until now. 

The addition of Hong Kong to this list removes, therefore, what was otherwise a significant hurdle to the enforcement in India 
of arbitral awards rendered in Hong Kong, and further enhances Hong Kong's appeal as a seat for international arbitration, 
particularly in matters with an India connection. 

 

 

                                                           

 

 
1  The PRC notification will be gazetted in the India Official Gazette.  

10 April 2012 Briefing note 



2 ENTER THE DRAGON: India adds China, Hong Kong and Macao to its official list of New York Convention 
countries 

Contacts  
Martin Rogers   Cameron Hassall    Nish Shetty 
T: +852 2826 2437   T: +852 2825 8902   T: +65 6410 2285 

E: martin.rogers@cliffordchance.com  E: cameron.hassall@cliffordchance.com  E: nish.shetty@cliffordchance.com 

 

Tim Grave    Ben Luscombe   Patrick Zheng 
T: +61 28922 8028   T: +61 89262 5511   T: +86 10 6535 4998 

E: tim.grave@cliffordchance.com   E: ben.luscombe@cliffordchance.com  E: patrick.zheng@cliffordchance.com 

 

Michelle Mizutani   Kathryn Sanger 
T: +81 3 5561 6646   T: +852 2826 3404 

E: michelle.mizutani@cliffordchance.com  E: kathryn.sanger@cliffordchance.com 

 

 

 

   
This publication does not necessarily deal with every important topic or cover 
every aspect of the topics with which it deals. It is not designed to provide 
legal or other advice. 

 Clifford Chance, 28th Floor, Jardine House, One Connaught Place, Hong 
Kong 
© Clifford Chance 2012 
Clifford Chance 

www.cliffordchance.com    

    
Abu Dhabi ■ Amsterdam ■ Bangkok ■ Barcelona ■ Beijing ■ Brussels ■ Bucharest ■ Casablanca ■ Doha ■ Dubai ■ Düsseldorf ■ Frankfurt ■ Hong Kong ■ Istanbul ■ Kyiv ■ London ■ 
Luxembourg ■ Madrid ■ Milan ■ Moscow ■ Munich ■ New York ■ Paris ■ Perth ■ Prague ■ Riyadh* ■ Rome ■ São Paulo ■ Shanghai ■ Singapore ■ Sydney ■ Tokyo ■ Warsaw ■ 
Washington, D.C. 

*Clifford Chance has a co-operation agreement with Al-Jadaan & Partners Law Firm in Riyadh. 

HKG-#936371  

http://www.cliffordchance.com/
mailto:martin.rogers@cliffordchance.com
mailto:cameron.hassall@cliffordchance.com
mailto:nish.shetty@cliffordchance.com
mailto:tim.grave@cliffordchance.com
mailto:ben.luscombe@cliffordchance.com
mailto:patrick.zheng@cliffordchance.com
mailto:michelle.mizutani@cliffordchance.com
mailto:kathryn.sanger@cliffordchance.com

